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To  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the 
Louth  Rural  District  CounciL 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1956 
with  apologies  for  its  late  production  which  was  due  to  a  series 
of  causes,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  general  increase  in  the 
various  fields  of  work. 

A  report  of  this  nature  appearing  year  after  year  in  familiar 
dress  can  of  necessity  contain  little  that  is  original  when  the 
field  of  review  is  so  limited,  but  its  importance  in  providing  an 
index  of  the  health  and  environmental  factors  affecting  health  in 
the  district  should  not  need  stressing.  Among  other  things,  this 
annual  stocktaking  allows  all  of  us  to  yardstick  the  progress  made, 
or  note  any  shortcomings  in  matters  over  which  we  exercise 
control,  and  the  yearly  repetitions  of  familiar  themes  have  their 
undoubted  value  if  they  succeed  in  reaching  even  a  section  of  the 
public  ear. 

By  any  criterion,  we  have  reason  to  be  very  satisfied  with 
the  vital  statistic  figures  for  the  year.  A  birth  rate  of  16.4  stood 
in  satisfactory  relationship  with  the  death  rate  of  11.1,  and  both 
of  these  rates  were  better  than  the  national ;  while  the  still  birth 
and  infant  death  rates  were  very  satisfactory  for  the  district. 

From  examination  of  deaths  we  learn,  that  apart  from 
accidents  and  congenital  malformations,  the  killing  diseases  took 
their  toll  only  after  the  age  of  55  years.  It  was  further  brought 
home  to  us  the  number  of  people  now  living  to  ripe  old  ages  by 
the  fact  that  79%  of  the  total  deaths  referred  to  persons  over  the 
age  of  65  years,  and  also,  that  60%  of  the  total  were  over  75 
years  at  death.  Seeing  that  the  average  percentage  in  these 
groups  for  the  antecedent  five  years  was  respectively  73  and  48 
we  cannot  reasonably  escape  the  inference  of  the  increasing 
numbers  of  the  aged  in  the  district  population,  nor  for  practical 
purposes,  ignore  their  claims  for  housing  consideration.  This 
information  will  also  suggest  the  main  causes  of  death,  though  in 
the  diseases  associated  with  the  final  breakdown,  cancer  was  less 
responsible  than  usual.  Only  23  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause 
compared  with  an  average  of  32  over  the  preceding  five  years. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  showed  nothing  unusual, 
which  also  applied  to  the  tuberculosis  table  It  could  not  be 
said  there  was  evidence  of  slackening  of  response  to  immunisation, 
even  though  the  returns  for  both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
were  not  quite  up  to  the  level  of  the  antecedent  year.  Of  equal 
importance,  which  one  requires  to  keep  stressing,  is  the  need  for 
availing  of  the  preventive  inoculations  at  the  prescribed  ages 
recommended.  Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  made  its  very 
modest  debut  during  the  year,  but  the  start  inspired  hopes  that 
the  near  future  woqld  see  this  disease  robbed  of  its  terrors.  So, 
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too,  with  tuberculosis  for  which  selected  age  group  vaccination 
promises  soon  to  be  available  to  bring  us  into  line  with  other 
countries  which  have  long  employed  the  vaccine  and  demonstrated 
its  worth  in  prevention 

All  was  quiet  on  the  fronts  of  the  environmental  services, 
which  is  perhaps  the  best  tribute  to  the  standard  of  their  main¬ 
tenance  and  well  being  There  was  a  comparative  lull  in  the 
pursuance  of  schemes  to  provide  the  basic  health  requirements, 
for  reasons  outside  the  Council’s  control,  and  it  is  particularly 
disappointing  to  have  to  record  that  the  year  ended  without  the 
sewerage  troubles  in  North  Thoresby,  Holton-le-Clay,  Tetney  and 
Marshchapel  being  remedied. 

Matters  concerned  with  the  implementation  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  and  Slum  Clearance  came  in  for  a  large 
share  of  attention,  and  the  latter  subject  provided  occasions  for 
lively  discussion  in  the  Council  forum.  The  public  health 
inspectors  were  very  pleased  with  the  progress  made  in  carrying 
out  improvements  in  food  premises  and  with  the  co-operation 
accorded  by  traders,  which  should  be  apparent  even  to  the 
superficial  observer  by  the  brighter  and  cleaner  appearance  of 
food  shops  generally  in  the  district.  An  amount  of  persuasive 
effort  went  into  this,  and  the  inspectors  deserve  congratulations 
for  the  results  achieved  in  the  relatively  short  time.  It  could  be 
taken  as  a  compliment  that  our  efforts  in  this  direction  were 
made  the  subject  of  a  complaint  in  parliament  for  being  allegedly 
over  zealous  in  our  demands.  With  slum  clearance,  a  reasonable 
start  was  made  to  deal  with  the  heavy  load  of  substandard 
houses  which  have  been  an  unfortunate  legacy  from  a  fairly 
distant  past  The  extent  and  intricacies  of  the  problem  are  too 
well  known  to  all  of  us  to  be  detailed,  but  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  present  legislation  for  improving  the  housing 
standard  in  the  district  cannot  be  ignored,  from  considerations 
of  the  individual  and  communal  health.  This  should  also  take 
into  account  that  a  spur  is  occasionally  necessary  to  effect  the 
removal  of  families  from  surroundings  passively  accepted  which 
are  prejudicial  to  health.  Seeing  the  zest  with  which  the  Council 
tackled  various  other  schemes  and  measures  for  improving  health 
in  the  district,  it  is  sincerely  hoped  housing  conditions  will  be 
brought  into  line  because  of  their  very  intimate  relationship  with 
both  physical  and  mental  wellbeing. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  recording  my 
gratitude  to  Mr.  Shone  and  each  member  of  his  staff,  as  well  as 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the  accustomed  help  which  was  so  frequently 
sought  throughout  the  year.  In  this  report  I  have  made  free  use 
of  the  detailed  information  with  which  Mr.  Shone  kindly  supplied 
me  concerning  the  work  in  his  department. 
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The  occasion  also  provides  the  privilege  for  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  the  individual  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  whose  interest  and  cordial  co-operation 
have  been  such  helpful  factors  in  contributing  to  the  success  of 
the  year’s  results 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Louth  ;  October,  1957 


LOUTH  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  for  the  Year  1956 . 

Public  Health  Officers  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
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SECTION  A 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics. 


Area  of  Rural  District  in  Acres  ...  .  153,129 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  18,210 

Density  of  population  per  acre  ...  ...  0.12 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1956  ...  5,545 

Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  £75,002 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £455 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


(Note — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates  for 

England  and  Wales). 

Births 


Live 

Iota! 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

282 

144 

138 

Illegitimate 

16 

8 

8 

298 

152 

146 

6 


(b)  Still 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


9  4 


5 


9  4 


5 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  16.4 
Standarised  Birth  Rate  adjusted  by  comparability 

factor  1.15)  18.8 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  0.5 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  Live  and  Still  Births  29.3 


(15.6) 
(0  37) 
(23.0) 


Deaths  Total 

Male 

Female 

203 

105 

98 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 
Standarised  death  rate  adjusted  by  comparability 

11.15 

factor  0.93 

10  4 

(11.7) 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

NIL 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  5 

3 

2 

Illegitimate  2 

1 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  month  : 

23.5 

(23.8) 

Total 

Male 

Female 

5 

3 

2 

Causes  of  deaths  in  children  under  one  year 

and  ages  : 

Male 

Female 

Asphyxia — accidental 

Bronchitis — congenital  heart  disease 

2  days 

— 

Pyelitis,  imperforate  anus 

1  month 

— 

Atelectasis  —  cerebral  congestion  following 

protracted  labour 

9  hours 

Prematurity 

1 9  hours 

White  asphyxia 

5  minutes 

— 

Marasmus — prematurity — otitis  media 

— 

3  weeks 

Pneumonia 

— 

1  month 

Ages  at  Death. 


Ages  i:i 
Years 

0/1 

1/5 

5/15 

15/25 

25/35 

35  /4  5 

45  /5  5 

55  /65 

65/75 

75/80 

80  + 

Total 

Deaths 

7 

4 

1 

1 

2 

5 

22 

42 

43 

76 

=203 

z 


Deaths  from  Malignant  Tumours. 


Ages  in 
Years 

Under  40 

40/45 

45/50 

50  /55 

55/60 

60/65 

65  /70j  70/75 

75/8080+ 

Total 

Cases 

— 

1 

2 

US5W£3E!!!Ii*5EE3iH3Si 

3 

5 

2 

4 

6 

-23 

Malignant  Tumour  Sites 


Stomach 

Cases 

3 

Male 

2 

Female 

1 

Lung,  bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

Breast 

3 

— 

3 

Utterus 

2 

— 

2 

Other  sites 

14 

7 

7 

23 

9 

14 

Causes  of  Death  Males 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 

2.  Tuberculosis  non  respiratory  — 

3.  Malignant  neoplasm — Stomach  ...  2 

4.  Malignant  neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus  — 

5.  Malignant  neoplasm — Breast  ...  — 

6.  Malignant  neoplasm — utterus 

7.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  7 

8.  Diabetes  ...  ...  — 

9.  Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system  18 

10.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  21 

11.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  l 

12.  Other  heart  disease  ...  .  .  14 

13.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  9 

14.  Influenza  ...  — 

15.  Pneumonia  ...  .  5 

16.  Bronchitis  ...  ..  6 

17.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 

18.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  1 

19.  Congenital  malformations  1 

20.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  1 1 

21.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  4 

22.  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  3 

23.  Suicide  .  — 


Females 


1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

2 

17 
13 

18 
9 
1 
6 
1 
2 

1 

li 

1 

l 

1 


SECTION  B 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases* 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 

1956,  including  Service  cases. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Case  rates  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population 

Measles 

53 

2.91 

(3.6) 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

1.15 

(2.07) 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

0.44 

(0.74) 

Dysentery 

4 

0.22 

(1.09) 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

0.16 

(0.25) 

Pneumonia 

14 

0.77 

(0.57) 

Erysipelas 

i 

0.05 

(0.09) 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

1 

005 

(0.04) 

,,  Non  Paralytic 

2 

Oil 

(0.03) 

Total 

107 

(Brackets  =  national 
rates 

We  are  seldom  without  a  representative  number  of  measles 
and  whooping  cough  notifications  in  this  widely  spread  district 
because  of  the  fairly  clear  cut  geographical  divisions  of  the  area 
defined  by  shopping  centres  and  transport  routes  which  tend  to 
limit  the  extent  of  a  particular  outbreak,  as  happened  with  the 
measles  and  whooping  cough  cases  which  emanated  almost 
entirely  from  a  few  parishes  on  the  western  side  of  the  district 
during  the  mid-year  period. 

The  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  cases  could  reasonably  be 
grouped  because  of  the  similarity  of  the  method  of  spread.  That 
the  number  of  notifications  in  this  group  of  infections  is  far  from 
being  representative  of  their  incidence,  one  had  reason  to  know 
from  inquiries  into  three  minor  outbreaks  of  a  dysentery  type 
infection  during  the  course  of  the  year.  Investigations  into  these 
led  to  such  widespread  trails  of  household  infection  of  recent  and 
more  remote  history  that  the  chase  had  eventually  to  be  aband¬ 
oned  as  near  fruitless  endeavour.  So  our  efforts  must  continue 
to  be  concentrated  on  the  education  of  food  handlers  and  the 
public  generally  about  the  necessity  for  thorough  handwashing 
after  using  the  toilet  and  about  the  risks  of  using  the  communal 
towel. 

The  cases  of  poliomyelitis  affected  two  adults,  one  of  whom 
was  a  person  in  the  Services,  and  a  child. 
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Prophylaxis  against  Infectious  Diseases. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.  D.  Cormac,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  suppling  the  following  details  of  the  numbers  treated 
during  the  year  in  the  district  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  smallpox. 


(a)  Diphtheria  immunisations 


Under  5  Years 

5-14  years 

10  (35) 

72  (61) 

Booster 

Doses 


279  (207) 


(b)  Whooping  Cough  (under  5  years) 

Under  One 

One  |  Two 

Three  Four 

Total 

J  (2) 

-(3) 

-  (3) 

l  (2)  i  -(1)  !  2(11) 

(c)  Combined  Diphtheria  8&  Whooping  Cough  Immunisations 
(Under  five  years) 


Under  one 

One 

Two 

Three  |  Four 

Total 

109  (9!) 

49  (69) 

11(11)  6  (9) 

5  (4) 

1.80  (187) 

(d)  Anti  Smallpox 


Ages  in  years 

0/1  1  1/4 

5/14  | 

15+  | 

Total 

(a)  Primary 

Vaccinations 

69  (75)  |  2(13) 

2(3)  | 

7  (14) 

80(105) 

(b)  Re-vaccinations 

6(2) 

12  (12) 

!  is  (14) 

From  the  tables,  the  response  to  immunisation  and  vaccina¬ 
tion  is  given  briefly,  with  the  figures  corresponding  for  the 
previous  year  shown  in  brackets,  thus  :  — 


Diphtheria  : — 

(a)  Under  5  years  190  (222) 

(b)  5—14  years  72  (61 ) 

(c)  Booster  injections  279  (207) 

Whooping  Cough  182  (198) 

Small  Pox  : — 

(a)  Primary  Vaccinations  80  (105) 

(b)  Re-vaccinations  18  (14) 
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Remarks. 

Though  the  returns  for  both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
are  not  quite  so  good  as  the  preceding  year,  there  is  no  appreci¬ 
able  falling  off.  It  is  noticed  that  the  bulk  of  the  under  five  year 
children  were  given  the  combined  form  of  treatment  which  is 
understandable  in  a  rural  district  as  a  means  of  saving  extra 
journeys  to  clinics  or  surgeries  This  economy,  which  reduces 
the  injections  from  five  to  three  for  the  dual  prophylaxis  can  also 
include  protection  against  tetanus,  but  so  far,  the  County  Council 
have  not  made  the  triple  antigen  generally  available.  It  does 
not  seem  beyond  the  bounds  of  possibility  for  the  day  to  arrive 
when  protection  against  a  whole  series  of  diseases  will  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  same  injection  ;  and  at  the  rate  preventive  innocula- 
tions  are  becoming  available,  such  possibility  would  be  widely 
welcomed  by  those  at  both  ends  of  the  syringe. 

It  was  a  healhty  sign  to  observe  the  excellent  response  to 
booster  treatment  against  diphtheria  which  is  a  very  vital  matter 
for  restoring  the  resistance  likely  to  have  waned,  at  the  time  the 
child  enters  the  community  life  of  school.  Here,  the  importance 
of  the  personal  touch  is  shown  by  the  opportunity  afforded  at 
school  medical  inspection  for  impressing  parents  of  this  necessity. 
Equally  important  is  the  age  at  which  the  primary  treatments 
should  be  given  so  as  to  provide  cover  against  infectious  disease 
risks  when  the  child  is  particularly  vulnerable.  As  a  case  in 
point,  it  will  be  noticed  that  this  year  diphtheria  immunisation 
was  delayed  in  the  case  of  72  children  until  they  reached  school 
age.  Though  the  better  late  than  never  caption  may  apply  here, 
it  does  seem  strange  that  the  intention  was  so  long  delayed, 
particula  y  as  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  the  reasons  were  not 
very  cjn  incing. 

Ti  e  event  of  the  year  in  this  particular  sphere  was  the  start 
made  towards  affording  a  reliable  degree  of  protection  against 
po'fomyelitis.  Though  the  national  shortage  of  vaccine  restricted 
its  use  during  the  year  to  minimal  proportions,  the  more  important 
point  emerged  that  we  had,  at  last,  means  of  combating  the 
terrors  of  this  disease  in  the  rising  generation  when  vaccine 
supplies  would  become  available  for  needs. 

It  is  expected  that  tuberculosis  will  shortly  be  included 
among  the  diseases  for  which  vaccination  will  be  available,  for  an 
age  group  to  which  the  need  would  particularly  apply.  At 
present,  the  use  of  the  vaccine  in  this  country  is  mainly  restricted 
to  children  of  infective  tuberculosis  paients  found  to  lack  natural 
resistance,  but  the  intended  wider  employment  will  bring  us  into 
line  with  so  many  other  countries  which  have  for  long  proved  its 
great  worth  in  the  field  of  prevention. 
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Tuberculosis  :  New  Cases  and  Motalsty  during  1956 


New 

Cases 

5 

Deaths 

Age  period 
(years) 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

15 

2 

25 

35 

1 

i 

46 

1 

55 

65 -f 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

4 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

This  table  calls  for  little  comment.  There  were  three  more 
pulmonary  notifications  than  the  previous  year  but  these  were 
concerned  with  the  later  ages,  two  of  whom  were  over  60  years. 
A  single-death  resulted  from  the  disease  similar  to  last  year. 

It  was  gratifying  to  find  the  non-pulmonary  section  blank. 

In  addition  to  the  primary  notifications  during  the  year, 
there  were  four  inward  and  two  outward  transfers  of  notifications 
in  respect  of  other  years. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  children  inspected  in  the 
33  schools  in  the  Rural  area  during  the  year,  with  the  class¬ 
ifications  of  the  children  into  satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory 
categories  according  to  their  nutritional  standards.  A  summary 
of  the  defects  found  in  the  children  examined  in  the  prescribed 
groups  is  included. 

(a)  Total  number  of  children  examined  in  Routine  Groups. 

General  Condition 


Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Entrants 

366 

363 

3 

2nd  Age  Groups 

67 

67 

— 

Leavers 

51 

51 

— 

Total  Prescribed  Groups 

484 

48  L 

3 

„  Supervisory  Examtns 

237 

,,  Special  Examtns 

25 

,,  Examinations 

746 

12 


(b)  Summary  of  Defects  (Periodic  Inspections  only) 


Defect 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Eyes 

(a)  Defective  Vision 

7 

13 

(b)  Squint 

6 

3 

(c)  Other 

— 

2 

Skin 

•  •  t 

— 

1 

Ears.  (Hearing) 

— 

1 

Nose  and  Throat 

6 

28 

Speech 

— 

8 

Lymphatic  Glands 

— ■ 

3 

Heart 

— 

2 

Lungs 

— 

5 

Development  (a)  Hernia 

— 

2 

(b)  Other 

— 

1 

Orphopaedic  (a)  Posture 

— 

— 

(b^  Feet 

— 

— 

(cj  Other 

— 

3 

Nervous  System  (Epilepsy) 

— 

l 

Psychological 

(a)  Development 

_ 

2 

(b)  Stability 

— 

2 

Other  Defects 

— 

2 

Totals 

19 

79 

SECTION  C 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  area 

All  the  samples  and  the  specimens  associated  with  infectious 
disease  investigation,  totalling  620  for  the  year,  were  examined 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln,  which  rendered  us  the 
accustomed  excellent  service  without  cost  to  the  council.  In 
addition,  27  water  and  sewage  effluent  samples  were  chemically 
analysed,  a  number  of  which  included  7  reports  of  water  samples 
supplied  by  the  Grimsby,  Cleethorpes  and  District  Water  Board. 

Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres. 

Below  are  shown  the  villages  in  the  district  where  the  County 
Council  provide  Welfare  Centres.  The  times  of  the  sessions  are 
given,  as  well  as  the  attendances  for  the  year,  for  which  figures  I 
express  my  thanks  to  Dr  C.  D.  Cormac,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  These  are  in  addition  to  the  wider  facilities 
provided  by  the  County  Council  at  Clinics  in  neighbouring  towns, 
which  can  be  availed  of  by  residents  of  the  rural  district. 
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The  County  Council  sponsored  all  the  provisions  for  the 
personal  health  services  in  the  district,  including  health  visitors, 
district  nurses  mid  wives,  welfare  officers,  home  helps  and  those 
concerned  with  mental  health,  school  medical  and  dental  branches, 
immunisation  and  vaccination,  and  ambulance  provisions. 


Centre  Sessions  per  month  Attendances 


Bin  brook 

Each  Tuesday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

870 

Grainthorpe 

2nd  &  4th  Friday 

10 — 12  noon 

243 

Holton-le-Clay 

1st  &  3rd.  Friday 

2 — 4  p.m. 

168 

Man  by 

1st  &  3rd  Thursday 

10 — 12  noon 

632 

North  Somercotes 

1st,  3rd  &  5th  Friday 

10 — 12  noon 

585 

Tetney 

2nd  &  4th  Friday 

2 — 4  p  m. — 

306 

Section  47  (1)  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  the  powers  conferred  by  this 
legislation  to  effect  the  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  to  institutions  did  not  require  to  be  enforced  during  the 
year.  Other  means  were,  happily,  found  to  cope  with  the  few 
cases  referred  for  attention. 

Recourse  had  to  be  made,  however,  to  other  compulsory 
powers  to  secure  the  temporary  removal  of  a  person  to  an 
institution  for  body  and  clothing  disinfestation  when  every  other 
means  had  failed. 

SECTION  D. 

Environmental  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

(a)  Water  Supplies. 

Mr.  Shone,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  to 
the  Council,  reported  as  follows  on  the  progress  of  extension 
supplies. 

“  The  trunk  main,  Raithby  to  Stenigot,  was  completed,  with 
connexions  to  Horncastle  Rural  District  Council  mains  at 
the  district  boundary.  The  actual  supply  of  this  bulk  water 
was  awaiting  construction  of  the  reservoir  at  Stenigot  which 
was  near  completion  at  the  year  end.  All  pumping  machinery 
was  installed  at  Raithb}^  for  the  lifting  of  water  to  Stenigot. 
No  progress  was  made  toward  the  laying  of  water  mains 
from  Fills  tow  to  Grimoldby.” 

i '>7/''«i  The  variety  of  supply  sources  in  the  district  required  an 
appreciable  amount  of  supervision,  which  is  partly  reflected 
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in  the  number  of  samples  examined  during  the  year.  This  [i- 
showed  that  507  samples  were  subjected  to  bacteriological 
examination  and  17  to  chemical  analysis.  Of  the  314  taken 
from  the  Council’s  public  supplies  at  representative  points  in  the  !  ; 
district,  18  were  fonnd  sub-standard  but  the  resultant  investi- 
gations  did  not  reveal  any  source  of  trouble  with  the  supplies,  ' 
and  suggested  the  faults  to  have  been  due  to  accidental  causes. 
Only  one  of  the  privately  controlled  village  supplies  had  a 
temporary  lapse  from  satisfactory  normality  through  a  defect  in 
chlorination,  which  received  attention  when  referred.  It  is  only 
right  to  mention  the  very  marked  improvement  during  the  year 
in  the  supervision  and  maintenance  of  these  supplies,  by  those 
responsible.  Samples  from  individual  private  supplies  numbering 
68,  were  taken  at  request  or  to  establish  guilt  of  the  cherised 
household  pump.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  the  ITy 
unsatisfactory  cases. 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage* 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  gave  details  about  the 
following  matters 


Closets. 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  685 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  2375 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district  2776 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  pail  closets  Ui 

and  privy  vaults  179 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks. 

Number  of  Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  cleansed  etc.  253 

Number  of  Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  abolished  21 


Sewerage. 

No  further  capital  works  were  put  in  hand  during  the  year 
and  release  of  the  already  agreed  programme  was  still  awaited  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

. 

Main  sewers  to  proper  disposal  works  are  now  available  in 
the  villages  Grimoldby,  Manby,  Binbrook,  Ludford,  North 
Thoresby,  Holton-le-clay  and  Tetney  bnt  the  crying  need  for 
proceeding  with  the  extensions  in  the  last  three  villages  remained 
unsatisfied. 

■  i.  -  .  i ..  :  i 

Sewage  effluents  from  the  Manby,  Binbrook  and  Ludford 
works  were  analysed  and  the  reports  showed  that  3  out  of  the  9 
were  not  quite  up  to  accepted  standards. 

\  1  I 
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(c)  Refuse  Colfection. 

The  point  system  of  collection  in  the  parishes  of  Theddle- 
thorpe-All-Saints  and  Theddlethorpe-St. “Helen  was  discontinued 
in  favour  of  a  fortnightly  house  collection,  similar  to  that  opera¬ 
ting  elsewhere,  Seventy  one  parishes  enjoyed  a  regular  collection 
service,  leaving  only  East  Wykeham,  Calcethorpe,  Gayton-le- 
Wold,  Maidenwell,  Haugh,  North  Reston,  Stewton  and  parts  of 
Wyham-cum-Cadeby  as  the  parishes  not  included  in  the  service, 
because  of  their  sparse  and  scattered  population  for  which  it 
would  be  impracticable,  in  the  view  of  the  surveyor,  to  make 
provisions  at  present.  The  number  of  premises  from  which 
refuse  was  collected  totalled  4170. 

Two  additional  tipping  grounds  were  brought  into  use 
during  the  year. 


(d)  Rat  and  Mice  destruction. 

The  war  against  these  disease-spreading  pests  continued 
unabated.  After  the  initial  surveys,  treatments  were  reported  to 
230  dwellings  and  84  other  premises  found  to  be  infested.  No 
serious  reservoirs  of  rat  infestation  were  reported  in  the  district. 


Reports  on  other  miscellaneous  work. 


(1)  Number  of  premises  subjected  to  disinfestation  8 

(2)  Knackers  Yards. 

Number  of  premises  licensed  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  31 

Contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  5 


(3)  Nuisances. 


Total  number  of  nuisances  during  the  year  ...  118 

(a)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by  public 

health  inspector  ...  ...  ...  117 

(b)  Reported  to  Council : 

(1)  Statutory  Notice  issued  ...  1 

(2)  Statutory  Notice  not  issued  ...  Nil 


(4)  Shops  Act,  1950. 

Number  of  shops  inspected  ...  ...  46 

Contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  10 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

1.  Inspections. 


Premises 

Number  of 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 , 2,  3,  4  and  6,  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

6 

7 

l 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

65 

75 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

71 

82 

1 

2.  Defects  found. 


Particulars 

""  . .  . .  ' 

Found 

i— nnnii  ii  i  n— a  ncsa&KCFvjtcKai 

Remedied 

Referred  to/by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

9 

Amt 

2 

— 

Insufficient  Sanitary 

Conveniences 

— 

1 

Totals 

4 

4 

2 

3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of  work 

No  of  outworkers 
from  returns  submitted 

Contraventions 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION  E 

Housing. 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year.  29 

(1)  By  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  25 

(t)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in¬ 
spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  157 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ..  315 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  87 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  and  10  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  I 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  subject  to 

Undertakings  or  Closing  Orders  ...  4 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Sections  25  and  26  Nil 

(4)  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  2 

during  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded 


at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  Not  known 


(5)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  for  which  applications  for 

grants  have  been  received  ...  ...  125 

(b)  Number  of  houses  subject  to  grant.  ...  98 

(c)  Number  of  houses  owned  by  local  authority 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  grant  aid  by 

the  Ministry  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(6)  Moveable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Caravans,  etc. 

(a)  Number  of  Site  Licences  ...  ..  3 

(b)  Number  of  individual  Licences  ...  19 

(c)  Total  number  of  caravans  permitted  under 

licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Sites  ...  ...  ...  14 

( 2 )  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  61 

(e)  Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  12 


Housing. 

In  house  building,  4  Council  houses  were  completed  as  part 
of  the  programme  of  the  previous  year,  and  25  were  built 
privately.  In  connection  with  slum  clearance,  27  dwellings  of 
variant  types  were  in  process  of  construction  at  the  following 
villages — Ludford,  Grainthorpe,  North  Somercotes,  North 
Thoresby  and  Holton-le-Clay. 

During  the  year,  39  properties  were  represented  individually 
as  being  unfit,  in  addition  to  a  block  of  20  houses  forming  a 
Clearance  area.  The  individual  representations  were  spread 
over  the  district,  and  included  elevjen  blocks  of  two  or  more 
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cottages.  Ten  of  these  were  unoccupied  In  the  preliminary 
stages,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  deal  with  the  worst  properties 
in  various  parts  of  the  district,  in  order  to  prevent  occupation 
of  the  empty  ones  and  have  control  over  the  tenancies  of 
others  pending  the  opportunity  for  carrying  out  demolition.  Only 
in  a  few  villages  was  it  possible  to  go  outside  this  narrow  confine 
and  include  as  much  of  the  sub-standard  property  as  the 
immediate  building  potential  allowed.  This  appeared  a  point  on 
which  a  ruling  should  be  f  rthcomiog  in  the  later  programmes, 
whether  to  deal  piece-meal  with  the  worst  properties  over  the 
area  generally  or  concentrate  greater  effort  to  effect  a  reasonable 
clean-up  when  dealing  with  the  situation  in  particular  villages. 

It  seems  only  right  to  make  mention  of  the  needs  of  the 
elderly  for  housing  consideration  because  of  their  increasing 
numbers  in  the  population.  An  indication  of  the  longer  life  span 
may  be  gleaned  from  the  mortality  tables  for  the  year,  which 
show  that  almost  80%  of  the  total  deaths  were  persons  over  the 
age  of  65  years  and  nearly  60%  were  over  the  age  of  75  years. 
In  stating  that  the  majority  of  the  elderly  occupy  poor  standard 
houses,  one  can  anticipate  the  superficial  inference  by  mention  of 
the  preventable  misery  and  invalidism  which  are  so  much  an 
association  of  this  environment.  In  the  past,  houses  considered 
unfit  for  young  people  were  often  regarded  as  suitable  for 
“  an  old  couple,”  forgetting  the  fact  that  the  old  couple  became 
anchored  to  the  house  and  every  defect  and  lack  contributed 
heavily  to  joyless  living  By  way  of  addendum,  the  question 
should  not  arise  in  these  cases  of  inabilit}^  to  pay  rents  of  Council 
houses  because  of  the  supplementary  pension  provisions. 

In  the  general  matters,  it  is  noted  that  over  300  inspection 
visits  were  paid  in  connexion  with  attention  to  casual  housing 
defects,  which  is  double  the  number  of  the  previous  year.  No 
cases  of  over-crowding  were  reported. 

The  good  work  continued  under  the  Improvement  Grants 
Scheme  towards  the  up-grading  of  dwellings.  Grants  were 
reported  paid  in  respect  of  98  completed  schemes,  the  properties 
concerned  being  classified  in  the  housing  survey  as  follows  :  — 
In  categories  I,  II,  III,  IV,  V,  and  unclassified  the  number  of 
houses  respectively  dealt  with  were  I,  15,  22  38,  4  and  18 


SECTION  F 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food* 

The  task  of  implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  got  under  way  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  the  chief 
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public  health  inspector  reported  that  273  visits  were  paid  to  84 
of  the  food  premises,  with  the  following  results 

(a)  Bakehouses. 

Works  were  completed  in  3,  which  involved  in  one  case  the 
building  of  a  completely  new  premises  and  in  two  others  a  re¬ 
modelling  of  the  buildings* 

In  two  cases,  part  of  the  necessary  work  had  been  done  but 
four  others  had  not  complied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(b)  Butcher  Shops. 

In  all  1 1  shops,  which  included  food  preparation  rooms, 
satisfactory  hand  washing  and  equipment  for  cleansing  trade 
utensils  had  been  installed.  Attention  was  also  given  to  provid¬ 
ing  surfaces  of  impervious  materials  for  the  counters  and  tables. 
Two  food  preparing  rooms  were  re-modelled,  three  new  ones  were 
constructed,  and  one  was  in  process  of  construction. 

(c)  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

In  these,  4  of  the  five  had  completed  the  necessary  works, 
and  installations  in  the  other  were  delayed  owing  to  special  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

(d)  Cafes. 

In  one  of  the  3  cafes  operating,  new  drainage  and  toilet 
facilities  were  provided,  but  the  others  had  not  conformed  to  re¬ 
quirements  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(e)  General  Stores  (Retailers). 

Of  the  54  dealt  with  in  the  period,  25  had  completed  the 
necessary  work,  and  in  the  remaining  cases,  the  work  had  been 
partly  carried  out  or  awaited  attention  by  the  builders. 

Mr.  Shone  considered  delays  in  carrying  out  the  prescribed 
works  were  mainly  due  to  those  occasioned  by  the  difficulties  of 
getting  the  work  done  by  builders,  but  where  this  served  as  an 
excuse  rather  than  the  reason  for  non-compliance  firmer  action 
required  to  be  employed.  The  inspectors  were  very  satisfied  with 
the  general  co-operation  from  traders  to-wards  fulfilling  their 
obligations  under  the  Regulations,  though  inevitably  they  came 
across  the  few  who  saw  no  reason  why  the  “new-fangled  non¬ 
sense”  should  apply  to  their  particular  premises  and  who  gave 
grudging  co-operation.  This  attitude  of  mind  of  people  engaged 
in  the  food  trade  is  the  most  important  factor  in  this  clean  food 
campaign.  Structural  improvements  will  not  of  themselves  im¬ 
prove  the  hygienic  standard  unless  accompanied  by  a  pride  in  the 
business,  and  an  understanding  of  the  obligations  to  the  public 
by  the  exercising  of  every  form  of  control.  On  this  point,  it  often 
happens  that  shoppers  get  as  good  as  they  deserve  when  they 
passively  accept  low  standards  of  service. 
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The  only  food  condemned  during  the  year  consisted  of  376 
assorted  sizes  of  wrapped  ice  cream  and  a  small  portion  of  “Spam” 
meat  roll. 

Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year,  two  premises  were  licensed  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  ice  cream  and  70  for  sale.  In  the  course  of  duties  85 
visits  were  reported  made  to  these  premises,  but  samples  were 
not  taken.  Sampling  should  not  now  be  required  to  the  extent 
of  the  earlier  periods,  but  it  would  be  wrong  to  indulge  in  too 
much  optimism  by  neglect  of  sample  taking.  This  oversight  be¬ 
gan  to  receive  attention  after  the  end  of  the  year. 

Milk. 

The  register  of  distributors  contained  the  following  retail 
types  from  shops  and  deliveries,  compared  with  those  of  the 
previous  year,  in  brackets. 

Sterilized  31  (31) 

Pasteurized  22  (20) 

T.T.  Raw  17  (16) 

Non  designated  18  (24) 

Samples  of  raw  milk  were  subjected  to  the  methylene  blue 
test  to  indicate  the  hygienic  standard.  Of  these  19  were  satis¬ 
factory,  2  were  doubtful  and  4  unsatisfactory. 

Biological  tests  totalling  22  were  done  through  the  County 
Council  facilities  to  ascertain  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  tubercle 
bacilli  and  brucella  abortus  in  raw  mik  samples  Three  samples 
were  found  positive  for  tubercle  and  four  were  positive  for 
brucilla.  The  tuberculous  animals  were  identified  and  slaughter¬ 
ed  by  the  County  Authorities  and  a  futher  1 8  samples  of  milk 
from  other  members  of  the  herd  were  subjected  to  similar  form 
of  examination  and  found  negative.  Appropriate  investigations 
were  made  into  the  cases  of  brucella  infection  but  the  powers  of 
control  are  limited  and  usually  take  the  form  of  having  the  milk 
subjected  to  heat  treatment. 

Meat. 

Details  of  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  resulting 
condemnations  are  given  below. 

Three  private  slaughter  houses  were  registered  and  100% 
animal  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  public  health 
officers  who  reported  excellent  co-operation  from  the  owners. 

Condemned  food  was  suitably  stained  with  aniline  dye  and 
consigned  to  fellmongers, 
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Unsound  Food. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or 

in  part. 


Cattle 

excl'ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

L  ambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

116 

28 

— 

293 

105 

Number  inspected 

116 

28 

— 

293 

105 

(a)  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

____ 

1 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

4 

2 

_ 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  Cysticarci 

3.44 

10.71 

(b)  Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

, 

1 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

4 

_ 

— 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.59 

17.86 

5.71 

(c)  Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

- — 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

f- 
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